
“You can’t change the whole world,
but you can change somebody’s world, somewhere.”

A Vision
Of Hope

To inform, inspire and invite

NOVEMBER 2014 • ISSUE 5

NEWSLETTER

Mobile Medical Units
The gift that keeps on giving  

Laughter and love is the best medicine.

Please follow our biweekly blog at: www.hopeinbolivia.wordpress.com

No fear here! Individual and compassionate care given!

Medical and dental care are provided within the mobile units.

Lining up to receive medical treatments.

In February 2013, members of the Orlando Church of Christ 
donated a new ambulance to Hospital Arco Iris (HAI) that enables 
them to continue to provide over 75,000 free medical visits per 
year to the city’s most vulnerable children and families who cannot 
afford basic medical or dental care.  



... opening a world of reading

Chargé Peter Brennan and his wife Lizanne giving gifts to orphans.

Update from the Director

HOPE worldwide Bolivia values our alliance with the US Embassy 
in La Paz.  The Embassy generously donated over 200 new books 
for our library, as well as hundreds of sets of Lego toys and games 
that will benefit at-risk youth.  In addition, two large generators 
were donated to Hospital Arco Iris, which will increase energy 
stability when the power goes out.  Chargé Peter Brennan (the 
acting US Ambassador) expressed that the unified efforts of HOPE 
worldwide, Hospital Arco Iris (HAI) and Foundation Arco Iris 
(FAI) “reflect and represent the very best in the volunteer commu-
nity spirit… a spirit that solidifies and reinforces the bonds 
between our two countries.”  

Greetings from La Paz! It’s hard to believe that we have been in Bolivia for 
three years! The original four members of the HOPE worldwide Bolivia 
team arrived in La Paz in September of 2011. God has accomplished so 
much during these few years, and we are excited about our future plans.
Our purpose has been to support the excellent and charitable work of 
Foundation and Hospital Arco Iris, as well as to develop our own additio-
nal charitable initiatives. Our work is focused in two areas: Health and 
Social services. In the healthcare arena, we are developing the income 
generating component of a sustainable social enterprise, an ambulatory 
healthcare clinic. Other initiatives within Hospital Arco Iris (HAI) include 
performance improvement, patient safety, quality improvement, leadership 
and nursing development, and much more. In social services, we have 
focused on HAI’s pediatric population and vulnerable family support. We 
created a children’s playroom within the outpatient clinic, a play support 
program on the pediatric floor, and a children’s library (which serves the 
hospital and the community). These volunteer staffed programs have been 
enthusiastically successful! We established a Vulnerable Children’s Health-
care Fund, which helps families on a monthly or seasonal basis, as well as 
an English as a Second Language Program (ESL) within the hospital and 
community.

HOPE worldwide Bolivia Team

There are no public libraries for children in La Paz, so we created one about one year ago with over 250 quality children’s books donated by Chris and 
Carla Armstrong and the 5th Graders at Duffy Elementary School in New Jersey.  In August, the US Embassy in La Paz donated 200 new books for 
children and adults.  And in September, the first grade class of the West Palm Beach Church of Christ collected money to buy 50 more books.  Chil-
dren within the hospital, an orphanage, and a preschool are now enjoying these reading opportunities! We are exploring other lending relationships 
with trusted youth centers throughout the city. Special thanks to Larry and Lea Wood and Dorothy Felsher of NC, and Adrienne Schwarzentruber of 
MA, for creating an excellent library system!  

HOPE’s Lending Library...

A Powerful Partnership with Our US Embassy

We are grateful for all that has been accomplished within this short period 
of time and we look forward to creating more opportunities to serve the 
poor and vulnerable population within Bolivia. A special thank you to all 
of our donors and supporters… your financial support, encouragement 
and prayers are indeed the “wind beneath our wings”! 
 - Kevin Broyles, MD  (Country Director, HOPE worldwide Bolivia)



The Sala de Juegos... WOW!

English as a Second Language (ESL) Program

From Obstacles to Opportunities

Jordan Hall (South Carolina): Earlier this year I decided to jump off a cliff without wings 
and move to La Paz, Bolivia to spend a year serving the poor. I didn’t really know how to 
speak Spanish (wing 1) and I didn’t know a ton about Bolivia or her people (wing 2). But 
one incredible thing I’ve been able to witness since moving to Bolivia is how God provides 
for those who desire to serve him. I wanted to serve the poor and God wants the poor to be 
served. So now, five months later, I feel like I’m finally starting to grow those wings. And 
flying is incredible. But I wouldn’t be flying if I didn’t jump.

Ludi Acevedo (Texas): One thing I have learned since living in Bolivia is that the little things done with love will change the world.  I used to think 
that in order to make a lasting impact on others and change the world around us, one would have to have a lot of free time, lots of money, and a lot 
of skills.  But I’m learning that it’s not about how much you know or how much you have.  It’s about giving what you have right now with your whole 
heart and with genuine love, which always makes a difference.  I will never be able to house all the homeless people or feed all of them, but I CAN stop 
and talk to them, look them in the eyes, hold their hand and ask their name.  I love watching their eyes light up with life when they realize that they 
matter to someone.  Hugs, smiles and encouraging words may seem like small things, but it’s a seed of God’s love, sown in love, that will grow and 
change a life. And changing one life at a time is how we change the world.

HOPE worldwide volunteers visited a family that was overwhelmed with obsta-
cles and fears about visiting doctors for the serious healthcare problems they 
were facing.  Encouraged by the volunteers’ love and support, the family is now 
receiving treatment within Hospital Arco Iris.  Families like these represent the 
many families served by HOPE’s Vulnerable Children’s Healthcare Fund.  

Members of the HOPE worldwide Bolivia team began offering ESL classes to the staff at Hospital 
Arco Iris in May 2014.  We are now beginning the second quarter of classes within the hospital and 
are also providing classes to the La Paz Church of Christ and members of the community.  

Since we opened the Sala de Juegos (children’s playroom) within 
Hospital Arco Iris in April 2013 with your donations of toys, 
games, books and puzzles... over 6,600 children and their families 
have been encouraged! Several hundreds of parents have received 
life changing Early Childhood Development educational material.

One-Year-Challenge Volunteers: Ludi Acevedo and Jordan Hall

One-Year-Challenge Volunteers

2,000 + parents
and caregivers received

information about
Early Childhood Development

4,000 + volunteer hours 
have been donated to serve children

from the outpatient clinic
and the pediatric �oor

$8,000 +  Dollars
From the Vulnerable Children’s 

Healthcare Fund supported
needy children and families

6,600+ children
encouraged with positive play

this past year

“I love the recklessness of faith. First you leap and then you grow wings.” 
-William Sloane Coffin

“Not all of us can do great things, but we can do small things with great love.” 
- Mother Teresa  

Interested in volunteering in Bolivia? Contact Jackie Siles at: jacsiles@hotmail.com



¡Bienvenidos a Bolivia!
HOPE worldwide Bolivia continues to welcome many visitors and volunteers...Academic

Collaborations
Duke University Medical Center
    and Health System, Durham, NC
Massachusetts College of Pharmacy
    and Health Sciences, Boston, MA
Newcastle University, United Kingdom
Emory University, Atlanta Georgia
Campbell University, Buies Creek, NC
Jefferson College, Roanoke, VA

Collaborators
Health Volunteers Overseas
U.S Embassy, La Paz, Bolivia
Viva Bolivia!
ACS Calvert American School
Todos Contra el Cáncer

Major Supporters
Rainbow of Hope
    for Bolivia's Street Children Foundation,
HOPE worldwide LTD.
International Churches of Christ - Atlanta Area
    (North River, Northview), Charlotte, Dallas,
    Durham-Chapel Hill, Miami, Chicago,
    Orlando, Tampa, Los Angeles
Celebration of Caring, South Florida
    Church of Christ

Medicine, Medical Supplies
and Equipment

US Embassy Medical Unit – Bolivia
Medshare
Bullington Associates
Duke University Medical Center
Emory University Hospital
Massachusetts College of Pharmacy
    and Health Sciences
Florida Hospital, Orlando, FL

HOPE worldwide Bolivia is a program of the Health and Social Services Division (HSS) of HOPE worldwide LTD.  HOPE worldwide is an international faith-based non-profit relief 
and development organization based in Wayne, Pennsylvania. The Health and Social Services (HSS) Division of HOPE worldwide seeks to bring hope and change lives by providing 

quality, compassionate health care and social services to the world’s poorest and most vulnerable citizens.

HOPE worldwide Bolivia is extremely 
grateful for all of our donors, visitors, volun-
teers, followers, friends and family and their 
continued support of this ever-growing and 
powerful partnership for the poor in La Paz, 
Bolivia.

Ludi Acevedo
One Year Volunteer

Brownsville, TX

Nicole Eckhardt
Teacher

Huntington, NY

Amy de la Cruz
Physician Assistant Student

Boston, MA

Kelsey Duncan
Physician Assistant Student

Roanoke, VA

Dorothy Felsher
College Student

Raleigh, NC

Dr. Chris Charon
ENT Surgeon
Worcester, MA

Detra Chambers
Pediatric Physician Assistant 

Charlotte, NC

Jordan Hall
One Year Volunteer

Clemson, SC

Russ Hargrove
Professional Fundraiser

Fullerton, CA

Anthony Houchin
Business Professor

Parkville, MO

Nicole McKenzie
Physician Assistant Student

Boston, MA

Juan & Mary Montalvo
Healthcare Professionals

Boca Raton, FL

Northview
Church of Christ

Roswell, GA

Adrianne Schwarzentruber
College Student

Boston, MA

Larry & Lea Wood
Business Owners

Durham, NC

Austin Wyatt,
College Student

Roswell, GA

Kiara Yeatman
College Student

Clemson, SC

We invite you to follow our biweekly blog at: 
www.hopeinbolivia.wordpress.com

For more information please see: 
www.hopeinbolivia.wordpress.com

If you are interested in volunteering in Health or Social 
Services with HOPE worldwide Bolivia, contact

Jackie Siles at: jacsiles@hotmail.com

We are looking for a qualified healthcare professional 
(fluent in Spanish) to join our team as a volunteer
instructor for our new Nursing Assistant Program.

For more information please contact Gwen Ellis, RN at: 
gellis17@hotmail.com

Exciting Volunteer Opportunities!


